
From: Whitney Lester <wlester@vcwhamptonroads.org> 
Date: Friday, November 20, 2020 at 2:12 PM 
Subject: Hampton Roads Workforce Council Announcement: Talent Syndicator  
 
Partners and friends of the Hampton Roads Workforce Council (HRWC), 
  
I hope this message finds everyone safe and doing well.  In recent weeks and months, the HRWC has made some 
significant strides in further launching our Talent division and the programs that will fall under its umbrella. I am 
hopeful that you have seen some of the announcements and media coverage. We at the Workforce Council remain 
extremely eager to serve the region by addressing the gaps that exist between key open positions and a 
credentialed, qualified talent pool to fill them. 
  
Among the programs we are kicking off in the coming months is one that we are already sharing with our Talent 
Coalition partners and the broader Hampton Roads community. In January, the HRWC plans to launch an 
innovative initiative that will significantly increase our collective ability to identify and source locally-based 
talent. We are partnering with a local labor analytics and data science company (Oplign, LLC) to aggregate and 
syndicate Hampton Roads-based labor data among all regional stakeholders (business, military, education, skilled 
trades, etc.).  
  
This new system, the Hampton Roads Talent Syndicator (HRTS), automatically connects business to the talent 
supply in the region; more importantly, it very quickly allows industry personnel to observe and understand 
exactly how candidates align to/qualify for open positions.  We are finding the system to be a substantial boon to 
business’ hiring efforts; our regional efforts in talent should garner significantly more progress with participation 
across the 757 community. 
  
We are excited to be partnering with Oplign and have encouraged them to show wider audiences how it works.  To 
that end, during the week of November 30 – December 4, Oplign will host daily live demonstrations on how the 
HRTS system works and the best ways to capitalize on this functionality. 
  
Demos will occur each day at 10:00 AM, and you and/or your organizational representative(s) can register to 
attend any of these days via the link below.  Given the breadth of data that this system generates, we encourage 
representatives from an array of departments to attend: Operations, Financial, Human Resources, Business 
Development, Senior Executive Leadership, and beyond.  
  
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RTGTwrZaSVCUVvxgLSB5Rg     
  
Thank you all, and I look forward to seeing you at the demos. 
  
Very best, 
  
Whitney C. Lester, Senior Director of Talent Development 

Hampton Roads Workforce Council 
999 Waterside Drive, Suite 1314 

Norfolk, VA  23510 

757.314.2370       Fax 757.622.0944 
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